Early Philippine Cinema
Flyers As Queer Archives

Examine film ephemera:

Analyze a rare collection of early cinema
flyers from Malolos, Bulacan, to understand
their role in global film circulation and the
formation of a local cinematic identity.

Apply a queer lens:

Investigate how early Philippine
audiences might have engaged
with these films beyond tradition-
al, heteronormative frameworks.

Q_ Research Objectives O

Reframe the archive:

Position ephemeral materials
like cinema flyers as legjtimate
historical archives of queer possi-
bility, desire, and resistance.

Establish an alternative history:

Construct an alternative genealogy of
national film history and queer cultural
memory in the colonial Philippines.

Archival Analysis:

Examining  primary historical
artifacts, specifically a localized
collection of cinema flyers from
1911 to 1913 and beyond.

Queer Reading and Theory:

Applying queer theory to historical specta-
torship to identify themes of camp, parody,
alternative desire, and identification
within the promotional materials.

Methodology

Genre and Thematic Critique:

Categorizing and analyzing the flyers based on
cinematic genres—comedy, melodrama, myth-
ic/operatic spectacles, and religious pageant-
ry—to extract their specific queer potentials.

Historical Contextualization:

Tracing the chronological shift documented
in the flyers from the colonial importation
of foreign films to the rise of local Philippine
cinema and its associated star system.
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Spectacle and Performativity: =

Mythic, operatic, and religious pageantry featured | ”:“'2,.

in the flyers amplified excess and performativity, 2 EdTRA.
qualities historically embraced by queer spectators. | =

Comedy as a Queer Catalyst:
Comedic figures like Max Linder and Wiffles desta-
bilized norms through vanity, disguise, and gender
parody, heavily aligning with camp aesthetics.

Melodrama as Tragic Identification:
The themes of betrayal, repression, and exclusion
inherent in melodrama provided a resonant
space for queer subjectivities and identification.
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2 The Shift to Local Production:

(.qsﬂ‘ﬁnﬁmmaul?..!x?,s* The flyers document the gradual transition toward national cinema,
showing how local films incorporated circus and stage traditions.
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Emergence of Fan Culture:
Later flyers highlight the rise of the local star system, a process deeply
intertwined with queer modes of attachment, fantasy, and performance.
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Reclaiming Queer Spaces:

Comedic figures like Max Linder and Wiffles
destabilized norms through vanity, disguise,
and gender parody, heavily aligning with
camp aesthetics.

The study proves that queer spectatorship and
identification were not absent in colonial Philippine
cinemas, but rather hidden within the theatricality,
excess, and tragedy of the films being promoted.

Promotional flyers are not merely marketing
tools; they function as critical nodes of transna-
tional film culture and vital records of marginal-
ized spectatorship.

«—oKey Takeawayo—

By shifting the focus from the films themselves to the ephemeral materials used to
promote them, this research highlights how early cinema served as both a mechanism for
global cultural exchange and an intimate, local space for queer resistance and identity formation.
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